
BATA CANAL CYCLING ROUTE
Along waterway goes 
cycling route which 
off ers great conditions 
for long-distance cyclists, 
inline skaters, families 
with children, seniors or 
people with disabilities 
as it off ers fl at terrain and 
mostly asphalt surface. 
The route is designed to avoid car traffi  c. Bata Canal 
cycling route is 80 km long in total and is connected 
to other routes leading to the Chřiby, Hostýnské vrchy, 
or the White Carpathians, including the Moravian Wine 
Trails. The Bata Canal cycling route takes you to places 
with rich history, culture and natural beauty and is an 
ideal choice for those looking to enjoy an active holiday.

Baťův kanál, o. p. s.
Přístavní 1931, 698 01 Veselí nad Moravou

tel.: +420 607 122 140, plavba@batacanal.cz

Quick facts 
about the Bata Canal
Length 60 km
Number of locks 14
Elevation difference 18,5 m
Number of ports and berths 22
Year of construction 1934–1938
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www.batacanal.cz
 www.facebook.com/batacanal
 www.instagram.com/batacanal.cz

BATA CANAL 
INFORMATION CENTER

Opening Hours:

June, July, August
Daily 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

May and September
Friday-Sunday 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM



HISTORY
The Bata Canal is a unique technical monument 
constructed between 1934 and 1938. Initial reason
to build canal was to provide irrigation for the 
Moravian Slovakia region in response to the 
regulation of the Morava River. However, thanks to 
Bata brothers the canal dimensions were enlarged 
to allow coal transport as well. Lignite (coal) was 
transported from Ratiskovice mines via railway to 
Sudomerice, where it was dumped onto boats and 
traveled by water to Bata‘s factory in Otrokovice.
Along the Bata Canal there were several unique 
technical facilities (e.g. coal tippler, boat cableway, 
or lifting bridge) providing smooth coal transport. 
Some of these facilities were preserved until today.
Over time using the waterway for freight transport 
became unprofi table and the canal fell into disrepair. 
Luckily in the 1990s work began to restore the 
waterway for recreational purposes.

BATA CANAL TODAY
Operation has been restored along all historical 
waterway from Otrokovice to Skalica, Slovakia. Since
2026 a new lock chamber Rohatec/Sudomerice is 
operated which prolongs 
the main part of Bata 
canal to Hodonín, so 
recreational boats can 
be navigated through 
a 60 kilometers long 
waterway. In addition, 
navigation is possible at 

separate river section Kromeriz – Belov. This section 
will be also connected to the main part of Bata canal 
in the future.
The waterway off ers a wide range of activities - regular 
sightseeing cruises, group charters or a rich off er of 
boat rentals including motorboats and cabin boats. 
Throughout the canal there are 22 ports and berths.

Sightseeing cruises has their schedule and depart 
from selected ports. During the cruise (typically
1–2 hours) you are in hands of an experienced 
captain and crew. 

Individual cruises for groups could be arranged 
with operators. The route and length of the cruise 
can be customized as well as entertainment or 
refreshment on board. Be a captain with no need 
for any special license.

The boat rentals along 
the Bata Canal offer a 
wide range of motorboats 
and cabin boats. After 
training from the rental 
staff, you are ready to 
navigate the waters of 
the Bata Canal. For short 
rental motorboats suit, 
while cabin boats are 
ideal for multi-day stays. 
Bicycles can be usually 
taken on cabin boats.

Do you own a boat? 
The Bata Canal welcomes 
private boats too. Navigating 
the waterway is free of charge 
including passing through the 
locks. The lock chambers are 
operated for public by their schedule. 
There are some service fees in the 
ports.

N o n - m o t o r i z e d 
boats (canoes, rafts, 
etc.) are part of the 
Bata Canal as well. We 
highly recommend 
you visit Morava River 
sections inaccessible 
by motorboats 
(Spytihnev – Uherske 

Hradiste and Vnorovy – Rohatec).
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T I P   Enjoy the cultural and 
natural heritage of Slovacko region 
by boat but don’t forget to explore 
surroundings of the waterway as well.


